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Dear Director:
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Enclosed please find a copy of correspondence I received from Ben K.
McKinnon.

Please reply, in duplicate, to my aide, CASSONDRA COLLINS .
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ALABAMA BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION
1316 ALFORD AVENUE

SUITE 201
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

35226
(205) 979-1690
(800) 211-5189

FAX (205) 919-9981

OFFiCERS
PRESIDENT

PAT COURINGTON, JR.
WAVUnNQSB.ALBER~LLE

VICE PRESIDENT
HAROLD CULVER

W$FA.TV-MONTGOMERY

SECRETARY~REASUR~R

MAUOIE BEDFORD
WVNA·AMJFM • TUSCUMBIA

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESlDENT
TOMMY RAY

TUSCALOOSA

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
BEN MCKINNON

ABA OFFICE. BIRMINGHAM

DIRECTORS
DISTRiCT I

BilL THOMAS
WSBMlWQLTfWXFl • FLORENCE

DISTRICT 1l
ARNOLD HORNBUCKLE

WAHR • HUNTSVILLE

DISTRICT III
ERIC LAND

WIAT-TV - BIRMINGHAM

DISTRICT IV
PHIL COX

ABC 33 .....0 • ANNISTON

DISTRICT V
OAVIDWOOOS

WCOV·rv· MONTGOMERY

DISTRICT'll
RON EUBANKS

~XTNVACT·TUSCAlOOSA

DISTRICT VI!
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~SKMnUG·TUSCALOOSA
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June 25, 1999

The Honorable Richard Shelb)
I 10 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Shelbv,

Alabama broadcasters are being confronted with the most serious threat that our
industry has ever faced and that is the ill conceived proposal by FCC Chainnan Bill
Kennard to drop in low power FM radio stations throughout the United States.

Techmcal interference from these low power drop ins will be devastating plus
the absolute impossibility of any type of enforcement and the very real possibility of
destroying the future of digital radio and, worst case scenario, the destruction of rad10
as we know it today serving the public and individual communities with news,
entertainment and public service programming.

At our Washington dinner on March 9, we indicated to the Alabama delegation
our strong oppositIOn to this incredible proposal. FCC comment deadline from
broadcasters has been extended until August 2nd in order to allow the completion and
evaluation of technical interference.

We are enclosmg a copy of the ABA position and would greatly appreciate any
help that you can give us ",th the FCC which IS already facing a great deal of
congressional opposition on this matter

Also enclosed is a copy of an editorial from a highly respected industry
publication, Radio Inc, titled ·'William Kennard. The Man who Killed Radio" We
concur with the thoughts expressed by this publication.

Thank you for your continuing interest in the future of Alabama broadcasters
and for your efforts to help us perpetuate our present system of free over-the-air radio
with'diversity and c1anty in every community that is currently interference free and
operated by responsible broadcasters.

Sincerely yours,

~fJIc£..............-
Ben K. McKinnon
Executive Director

BKM.cm
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MICRORADIO FCC PROPOSAL

On January 28, the FCC proposed new rules that would relax the regulations to enable
new broadcasters to transmit in areas from 2 to 18 miles in diameter, far smaller tban tbe
territory reached by commercial broadcasters. The new rules would permit hundreds, if not
thousands, of small broadcasters to run inexpensive, low-power stations. Not only would these
new stations cause great interference with existing stations, but also tbe FCC has no means for
monitoring stations tbat may start out as one-watt stations but later seek to become full power
stations.

The Commission is proposing to adopt two classes, of low power radio. Tbe first, LP
1000, would allnw operations with 1000 watts effective radiate power, which would provide
a coverage area witb a radius of approximately nine miles.

Tbe second class, LP 100, would allow operations with up to 100 watts effective radiated
power, allowing a service area of approximately 3.5 miles.

Tbe Commission also asked if it should autborize a true micropower station class, with
power levels ofhetween 1 and 10 watts. If adopted, sucb stations would have a coverage area
of one or two miles.

ABA's Position On Microradio

Tbe ABA strongly opposes any further FCC action on microradio for the following
important reasons.

• Adding thousands of new low-power stations to an already congested radio
band would cause devastating interference to existing broadcasters, including air traffic
control and emergeney police and fire frequencies;

• A low-power service could jeopardize broadcasters from ever implementing digital
radio technology, whicb depends on the existing channel allocations;

• The FCC does not have tbe resources to establish this new service and could face
extraordinary burdens in licensing new low power stations. solving interferenee
problems. and policing power cbeaters if a low power service were established.

• The FCC should not establish an entirely new service to legitimize the pirate
broadcasters who are flagrantly violating the law as it exists today.

The granting of new low power F'\1 micro radio stations would be a crippling blow to
small market local community oriented broadcasters.

February 1()i)l)


